
Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 

 

GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
 

This is the day the Lord has made! 
  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PRELUDE  

 
PREPARE TO WORSHIP  (To be Read Silently) 

Steadfast God, great is your faithfulness. You greet us as a loving parent  
and patiently love us beyond all measure. May we offer that same 

kindness to all whom we encounter, knowing it is Jesus our Lord  
whom we greet as we welcome others. Amen. 

 
CONGREGATIONAL INTROIT (GTG 305)  (Sung in Unison) 

Come sing, O church, in joy! 
Come join, O church, in song! 

For Christ the Lord has led us through the ages long! 
In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good. 
  God’s steadfast love endures forever. 

Let every tongue confess the good news: 
  Jesus Christ is Lord; glory to God! 
  Let us worship God. 
 
HYMN (GTG 1) “Holy, Holy, Holy!” (See Screen) 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

  Sovereign God, we confess that we are not ready for your holy reign. You gave us the gift of your law, but we do 

not keep your commandments. You sent your Son to save us, but we sent him to his death. Forgive us, merciful God, 

for all the ways we have broken faith with you, so that we may return to your fold and rejoice in your presence; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
SILENT CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Hear the Good News! Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old is finished and past; behold, the new has 
come. In Christ we are free, free at last, to live and love God and all people! 
  As servants of God let us live in the freedom with which Christ has set us free, with thanks and praise to our  
  Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer forever! Amen. 
 
CONFESSION RESPONSE (GTG 463)  (Sung in Unison) 

"Fear not, I am with thee, 
O be not dismayed, 

For I am thy God, 
And will still give the aid; 

I'll strengthen thee, help thee, 
And cause thee to stand, 
Upheld by my righteous, 

Omnipotent hand." 
 



PASSING OF THE PEACE 

God gives hope, through the promise and blessing we receive when the Holy Spirit moves in our lives. The Spirit gives 
us peace to share. May the peace of Christ be with you all! 
  And also with you! 

LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
SONG FOR ILLUMINATION (GTG 291)  (Sung in Unison) 

Spirit, spirit of gentleness, 
Blow through the wilderness, 

Calling and free. 
Spirit, spirit of restlessness, 
Stir me from placidness, 
Wind, wind on the sea. 

 

FIRST READING  Matthew 21:23-32 

The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God! 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Contemplation on Beautiful Savior” arr. M. Compton 

   Ruth Floyd Ringers Recording 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT  Julie Adkisson 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 
SECOND READING  Philippians 2:1-13 

The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON “Empty of Himself” Rev. Mike Ulasewich 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  The Apostles’ Creed 
  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
HYMN (GTG 263) “All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name” (See Screen) 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

GIVE THANKS FOR GOD’S GOODNESS 
 
PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY  
 
DOXOLOGY  (Sung in Unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 



GO OUT TO SHARE GOD’S GOOD NEWS 
 
HYMN (GTG 761) “Called as Partners in Christ's Service” (See Screen) 

 
CHARGE AND BLESSING 

 
BENEDICTION (GTG 305)  (Sung in Unison) 

Let courage be our friend; 
Let wisdom be our guide, 

As we in mission magnify the Crucified! 
In bold accord, 

Come celebrate the journey now 
And praise the Lord! 

 
POSTLUDE 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ELDER & DEACON NOMINATIONS BEING SOUGHT 

Please prayerfully consider nominating individuals within our church to serve as elders and deacons, 

beginning in January 2021. It is not necessary to confirm this nomination with the individual. The Nomination 

Committee will accomplish notification and confirmation at an appropriate time. 
 

Nominations can be submitted multiple ways due to COVID: 

• Call Heather Martens at 907.942.7048 

• Text Heather Martens at 907.942.7048 

• Email Heather Martens at conwaymartensfamily@gmail.com 

• Fill out the PDF and email to Heather at conwaymartensfamily@gmail.com 
 

Please include the following information: Name of nominee, role of nomination (i.e. elder or deacon), and 
why you feel he/she is qualified to serve. 

 

CHURCH VISIT GUIDELINES DURING COVID-19 
Due to FPCEM and Conway Cradle Care requirements during the covid19 pandemic, we are asking folks  

to avoid coming to the church during school hours. If you need to contact church staff, please email 

(mike@fpcconway.org or suzie@fpcconway.org, text (Mike 407-619-7105 or Suzie 733-5230) or call the church 

office (329-6483). Those who do need to come to the office during the day will require a brief health 

screening. These restrictions do not include the church kitchen (as long as you enter via the outside door to 

the kitchen and remain in the kitchen) or the new wing of the church building. We will ease these restrictions 

as soon as the state permits us to do so. Thank you for your patience and understanding as we try to keep 

these little ones and their families safe.  

 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY/PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING 

The first Sunday in October (next Sunday) is designated as World Communion Sunday, 

which celebrates our oneness in Christ with all our brothers and sisters around the world. 

The peace of Christ is part of what our faith offers to us. In God’s house, there are people 

of every background. In God’s house, there are people of every race, age and gender. 

In God’s house, people who are different from each other in almost every way live 

together and seek ways to bring about Christ’s peace in every part of our lives. 
 

On World Communion Sunday, we celebrate that Christ’s peace extends throughout all 

creation. We celebrate that we are all together at the table, in God’s house. We celebrate 

that we are offered what we need to continue the work of building the household of God with active 

peacemakers here at home and around the world. As a shared offering, your gifts to the Peace & Global 

Witness Offering support peacemaking in your own community, your own region and places around the 

world. The Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the peace of Christ by 

addressing systems of injustice in our own communities and around the world. Together we are building 

God’s household of peace where everyone is welcome; where all can find compassion, peace and justice. 



BENEVOLENCE/ 
DAILY BREAD BALANCES 

 

Benevolence .................. $567 

Daily Bread...................... $473 

Weekly Contributions 

Date Pledged Non-Pledged Non-Member Auto Draft TOTAL Online 

8/30 1,200 940 75  2,275 60 

9/6 3,505 100  2,285 6,555 665 

9/13 2,705 600   4,175 870 

9/20 350   3,612 5,314 1,352 

OUR MEMBERS & REGULAR ATTENDEES: 
Teryl (and Helen Claire) Brooks - health issues 

Lois Giorgis 
Annette Greenland - in CRMC battling infection 
Johnson Family - loss of James “Peanut” Johnson 

Doug Martin - recovering at home; IV therapy every 8 hours for 

the blood infection; still has some follow-up with cardiologist 

and an MRI for the back pain 
Dolph Oswalt - had cancer surgery on Friday (9/25) 

Gene Ryken - heart issues 
Carmen Williams 
 

OUR FAMILIES & FRIENDS: 

Gail Clayton, friend of Richard & Sheila Talley - cancer 
Tammy Haggerty, daughter of Barbara Haggerty - brain cancer 

Glen & Cora Holt, friends of Susan Heily - loss of job 
Karen Samhuel, friend/student of Sheila Parsons-Talley -  

breast cancer 

Elisa Snyder & Family, foster granddaughter of Susan Heily—
health & wholeness for the family 

Joy Upham - suffered a traumatic brain injury from a fall; is doing 
some better; has eaten by herself and is able to sit in a 

wheelchair, but she’s still 50% non-responsive 
 

THOSE SERVING IN OUR ARMED FORCES: 

Jeffrey DuBose, grandson of Maureen Leverett, Army Nat’l Guard 

John Robert Gaunt, great nephew of David Chance, Air Force 
Bryan Overton, son of Debbie Shannon, Navy 

Holbrook Furniss, grandson-in-law of Toni Edsall, Army Nat’l Guard 
Isabel Furniss, granddaughter of Toni Edsall, Air Force 

Seth Tribett, son of Toni Edsall, Air Force 
 

OTHERS: 

Coronavirus Victims & Caregivers Worldwide 

First Presbyterian Church Conway 
2020 Session and Diaconate 

First Presbyterian Children’s Education Ministries  

Conway Cradle Care 
Daily Bread Guests 

Seeds Ministries: Kitale, Kenya 
CoHO (Community of Hope Outreach) 

Bethlehem House 
Vera Lloyd Presbyterian Family Services 

Puerto Rico, Haiti and Belize 
Migrants and Refugees Everywhere 

Students, teachers and all those involved in the Education System 

Those dealing with dementia and Alzheimer’s 
U.S. Government 
 

ARK. PRESBYTERY PRAYS FOR: 

First, Gurdon 
Churches in Presbyteries in Honduras 

PASTORAL CONCERNS 


