
Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
AUGUST 9, 2020 

 

GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
 
This is the day the Lord has made! 
  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE  
 
PREPARE TO WORSHIP  (To be Read Silently) 
The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours forth speech, 

and night to night declares knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; yet their 
voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In the heavens he has set a tent for the 

sun, which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 
 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; and nothing is hid from its heat. 

~Psalm 119:1-6 
 

CONGREGATIONAL INTROIT (GTG 10)  (Sung in Unison) 

Sing glory to the name of God, 

Whose holy splendor shines abroad. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Enthroned above the crashing waves, 

The God of grace and glory saves. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good. 
  God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
Let us hear what the Lord will speak. 
  God will speak peace to the faithful. 
  Let us worship God. 
 
HYMN (GTG 409) “God is Here!” (See Screen) 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

  Lord God, Creator and Redeemer, we know we do not reflect your glory, that we neglect your love, hide your 

light, and wander from your ways. We do the very things we claim to hate, and fail to do the things we say we love. 

Forgive us; restore and reorder our lives by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. Set us free—free from sin and death, 

and from worshiping anything or anyone other than you, alone, as you are perfectly revealed through Jesus Christ  

our Lord. Amen. 

 
SILENT CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
The saying is sure and should be universally accepted: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  
He personally bore our sins in his body upon the cross that we might be dead to sin and alive to all that is in him. 
So hear this good news! In Christ we are forgiven! 
  As servants of God let us live in the freedom with which Christ has set us free, joyfully serving God and all people!  
  Amen. 
 



CONFESSION RESPONSE (GTG 833)  (Sung in Unison) 
O Love that wilt not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee; 

I give thee back the life I owe, 
That in thine ocean depths its flow 

May richer, fuller be. 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
God gives hope, through the promise and blessing we receive when the Holy Spirit moves in our lives. The Spirit gives 
us peace to share. May the peace of Christ be with you all! 
  And also with you! 

LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
SONG FOR ILLUMINATION (GTG 626)  (Sung in Unison) 

As the deer pants for the water, 

So my soul longs after you. 

You alone are my heart's desire, 

And I long to worship you. 

You alone are my strength, my shield; 

To you alone may my spirit yield. 

You alone are my heart's desire, 

And I long to worship you. 
 

FIRST READING  Romans 10:5-15 
The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God! 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Make My Life an Allelujah” arr. Ruth Elaine Schram 
   Chancel Choir Recording 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT  Rev. Linda Whitworth-Reed 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SECOND READING  Matthew 14:22-33 
The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God! 
 
SERMON “Lord, if it is you...” Rev. Mike Ulasewich 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  The Apostles’ Creed 
  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
HYMN (GTG 834) “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” (See Screen) 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

GIVE THANKS FOR GOD’S GOODNESS 
 
PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY   
 



DOXOLOGY  (Sung in Unison) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

GO OUT TO SHARE GOD’S GOOD NEWS 
 
HYMN (GTG 726) “Will You Come and Follow Me” (See Screen) 
 
CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION (GTG 10)  (Sung in Unison) 

May God forever be our peace; 

May hymns of glory never cease: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let all the faithful people come; 

Sing praise to God, the Three-in-One: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURES: Tenth Sunday After Pentecost, Year A 
Romans 10:5-15 (Highsmith) 

For these questioning Christians, it is important that neither private piety nor street-corner sermons will do. 

What the apostle is urging is a life of interior and exterior authenticity, a life based on faith. We may not be 

able to change anything, but faith can change everything. 
 

Matthew 14:22-33 (Fick) 

I am drawn to this image of the scattered disciples, the church, experiencing the battering waves of strong 

winds. Many faith communities face uncertainty. . . as the cultural waters around the church shift and churn. 

The response here is to call out to Jesus in our deepest need—Jesus who, though he has withdrawn, hears 

and responds to the call of his friends. Even Jesus needed to dismiss the crowds, and for a time his inner 

circle, to be alone and tend to his spirit. . . . This does not mean that Jesus has abandoned those he loves. . . . 

Holding space for people’s real fear of Jesus and his disciples is an act of recognition and repentance by 

God’s people. . . . 
 

++++++++++++ 

Matthew Fick’s commentary was broadcast online at Sunday’s Coming: from the Christian Century, August 9. 
 

Martha C. Highsmith is deputy secretary of the university and lecturer in Divinity, Yale Divinity School. Her remarks may 

be found on page 314 of Daily Feast: Meditations from Feasting on the Word, Year A. 

 

PCUSA HIGHLIGHT & PRAYER 
Church planters most resistant to coaching might need it the most. When Jeff Eddings, a coaching associate 

with 1001 New Worshiping Communities, talks about its coaching network, he begins by referencing Scripture 

from Philippians 1:3–5, where the apostle Paul writes to the church in Philippi, “I thank my God every time I 

remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing 

in the gospel from the first day until now.” Eddings said, “There are so many good reasons to participate in 

coaching—and to have a coach. A coach can really help a presbytery and a new worshiping community 

work.” All of the 1001 network coaches have new worshiping community experience and have worked  

with presbyteries. They can help guide the process and be a connection between presbyteries and new 

worshiping community leaders. Mission Yearbook, May 19, 2019 



CHURCH VISIT GUIDELINES DURING COVID-19 
Due to FPCEM and Conway Cradle Care requirements during the covid19 pandemic, we are asking folks to 

avoid coming to the church during school hours. If you need to contact church staff, please email 

(mike@fpcconway.org or suzie@fpcconway.org, text (Mike 407-619-7105 or Suzie 733-5230) or call the 

church office (329-6483). Those who do need to come to the office during the day will require a brief health 

screening. These restrictions do not include the church kitchen (as long as you enter via the outside door to 

the kitchen and remain in the kitchen) or the new wing of the church building. We will ease these restrictions 

as soon as the state permits us to do so. Thank you for your patience and understanding as we try to keep 

these little ones and their families safe.  

 

FPC BLOOD DRIVE—GONE SAVIN’ LIVES! 

Wednesday, August 19  1-6 pm  Fellowship Hall 
Arkansas Blood Institute knows this summer is different, and it may be a time for stay-cations or camping 

trips. Arkansas Blood Institute needs donors to help rebuild the blood supply in response to the 

unprecedented COVID-19 crisis and is urging healthy adults to take some time to save lives this summer. 

Donors will receive a free summer camper t-shirt and free COVID-19 antibody screening will be offered  

to donors 18 and older. 
 

Arkansas Blood Institute’s donor centers and mobile blood drives have instituted additional cleaning 

methods, decontaminating work and common areas and equipment frequently. In addition, donor centers 

and mobile blood drives have been adapted to allow for social distancing. Staff members and donors will 

also have their temperatures taken before starting work or entering the facility. All phlebotomy staff will wear 

masks and donors are also required to wear masks. If you do not have one, we will provide one for you. 

 

THESE DAYS DEVOTIONALS 
Since we're not having in-person services and very few people are coming into the office to pick up a copy, 

we've decided to not renew our group subscription at this time. For those who are interested, you can 

purchase a subscription for $8.95/year for regular print or $9.95/year for enlarged print and have it delivered 

right to your door! To purchase a subscription, please call The Thoughtful Christian at 800-554-4694.  

BENEVOLENCE/ 
DAILY BREAD BALANCES 

 

Benevolence ............... $1,052 

Daily Bread ...................... $463 

Weekly Contributions 

Date Pledged Non-Pledged Non-Member Auto Draft TOTAL Online 

7/12 2,530 1340   4,790 920 

7/19 1,600 100   3,142 1,442 

7/26 1,347   4,112 6,669 1,210 

8/2 3,540 1,715 20  6,261 986 

OUR MEMBERS & REGULAR ATTENDEES: 
Annette Greenland - recovering at home 
Barbara Haggerty - back at Heritage 
Pat Kidd - adjusting to her move to Brookdale (1160 Hogan Ln, 

Rm 107), so cards and phone calls would be appreciated 
King Family - Covid-19 
Dolph Oswalt - cancer 
Debbie Shannon - recovering from surgery 
 

OUR FAMILIES & FRIENDS: 
Ben and Beverly Atchison, friends of Jason Dickey - Covid-19 
Gail Clayton, friend of Richard & Sheila Talley - cancer 
Tammy Haggerty, daughter of Barbara Haggerty - brain cancer 
Karen Samhuel, friend/student of Sheila Parsons-Talley -  

breast cancer 
Debbie Talley, sister of Richard Talley - Covid 19 
 

THOSE SERVING IN OUR ARMED FORCES: 
Jeffrey DuBose, grandson of Maureen Leverett, Army Nat’l Guard 
John Robert Gaunt, great nephew of David Chance, Air Force 
Bryan Overton, son of Debbie Shannon, Navy 
Holbrook Furniss, grandson-in-law of Toni Edsall, Army Nat’l Guard 
Isabel Furniss, granddaughter of Toni Edsall, Air Force 

Seth Tribett, son of Toni Edsall, Air Force 
 

OTHERS: 
Coronavirus Victims & Caregivers Worldwide 
First Presbyterian Church Conway 
2020 Session and Diaconate 
First Presbyterian Children’s Education Ministries 
Conway Cradle Care 
Daily Bread Guests 
Seeds Ministries: Kitale, Kenya 
CoHO (Community of Hope Outreach) 
Bethlehem House 
Vera Lloyd Presbyterian Family Services 
Puerto Rico, Haiti and Belize 
Migrants and Refugees Everywhere 
Those dealing with dementia and Alzheimer’s 
U.S. Government 
 

ARK. PRESBYTERY PRAYS FOR: 
First, Bentonville 
Westminster, Little Rock 

PASTORAL CONCERNS 


