
Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
JULY 12, 2020 

 

GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
 
This is the day the Lord has made! 
  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE  
 
PREPARE TO WORSHIP  (To be Read Silently) 

A lawyer asked, “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He knew what was written but he wanted an example.  

Jesus replied by telling the story of the Good Samaritan. The Samaritan, a foreigner, knew what it meant to 

show mercy to someone in need. The religious authorities may also have known but did nothing about it.  

The lawyer learned that quoting the law was not enough; God calls us to acts of mercy. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL INTROIT (GTG 515)  (Sung in Unison) 

I come with joy, a child of God, 

Forgiven, loved, and free, 

The life of Jesus to recall, 

In love laid down for me, 

In love laid down for me. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good. 
  God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
The word of the Lord will not return empty; 
  it will accomplish all that God intends. 
  Let us worship God. 
 
HYMN (GTG 375) “Shall We Gather At the River” (See Screen) 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

  Gracious God, in Jesus Christ you have enabled us to share an eternal inheritance with all your saints, and 

called us to show your love to our neighbors. Yet we are often impatient, joyless and ungrateful, seduced by the 

darkness and forgetful of all that you have done to redeem us. Forgive our sins, our foolishness and our ingratitude.  

Fill us with all spiritual wisdom and understanding, that we may faithfully serve as your compassionate people, a 

witness to the great mercy by which you have delivered us from the power of darkness and into your glorious realm 

of light. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Hear the Good News! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us,  
Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. In Christ we are forgiven! 
  As servants of God let us live in the freedom with which Christ has set us free, joyfully serving God and all people!  
  Amen. 
 



CONFESSION RESPONSE (GTG 435)  (Sung in Unison) 

There's a wideness in God's mercy, 

Like the wideness of the sea. 

There's a kindness in God's justice, 

Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth's sorrows 

Are more felt than up in heaven. 

There is no place where earth's failings  

Have such kindly judgment given. 

 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The good news is that in forgiveness we know the peace of Christ. May the peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
  And also with you! 

LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
SONG FOR ILLUMINATION (GTG 451)  (Sung in Unison) 

Open my eyes, that I may see 

Glimpses of truth thou hast for me. 

Place in my hands the wonderful key 

That shall unclasp and set me free. 

Silently now I wait for thee, 

Ready, my God, thy will to see. 

Open my eyes; illumine me, 

Spirit divine! 
 

FIRST READING  Matthew 13:1-12 
The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God! 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Speak, O Lord” Stuart Townend 

 Kayla White 

 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT  Matthew Martens 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SECOND READING  Matthew 13:13-23 
The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God! 
 
SERMON “Fertile Ground: The Art of Listening” Rev. Mike Ulasewich 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  The Apostles’ Creed 
  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
HYMN (GTG 450) “Be Thou My Vision” (See Screen) 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 



GIVE THANKS FOR GOD’S GOODNESS 
 
PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY   
 
* DOXOLOGY  (Sung in Unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

GO OUT TO SHARE GOD’S GOOD NEWS 
 
HYMN (GTG 410) “God is Calling through the Whisper” (See Screen) 
 
CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION (GTG 515)  (Sung in Unison) 

Together met, together bound 

By all that God has done, 

We'll go with joy, to give the world 

The love that makes us one, 

The love that makes us one. 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURES: Sixth Sunday After Pentecost, Year A 
Matthew 13:1-12, 13:13-23 (Hermanson) 
Matthew 13 might be called, "The Sermon on the Lake." It begins with what is commonly called, "The Parable 
of the Sower," though I think it might more properly be called, "The Parable of the Soils." But let's begin by 
focusing on the Sower. For those listening to Jesus, the behaviour of the Sower is either extremely reckless  
or extremely generous. They would certainly not be so careless as to waste so much good seed. Seed was 
sown by hand, and the farmer would be very careful to make sure that all of his seed landed carefully only 
on the soil where it could grow. So the shock of this parable is immediate: some seeds fell on the path! Gasp! 
And if that isn't enough, next some seeds fall on rocky ground! And then some are cast among some weeds! 
When will this waste end? Finally, some seed fall on good soil. Whew. 
++++++++++ 
Dr. George Hermanson is the director of the Madawaska Institute of Culture and Religion. He is a United Church of 
Canada minister. His sermon, “A Matter of Perspective,” may be read at https://www.holytextures.com/2011/05/
matthew-13-1-9-18-23. 

 
PCUSA HIGHLIGHT & PRAYER 

Presbyterian churches across the country are stepping up to feed the hungry, using ingenuity and elbow 
grease to help their communities despite being thrown some curveballs by the coronavirus. From converting 
their little book libraries to little food pantries to providing curbside service, Hunger Action Congregations  
are feeding individuals and families as the virus closes schools and businesses and drives many people into 
unemployment. “There’s a lot of people that are going to be significantly impacted by this (pandemic),  
and so any help that we can give to our neighbors, we should give to our neighbors, and our neighbors are 
everyone,” said Elizabeth Daley, chair of the Mission Committee of Calvary Presbyterian Church in South 
Pasadena, California. Hunger Action Congregations are recognized and resourced by the Presbyterian 
HungerProgram. “Through One Great Hour of Sharing, PHP is able to network with and support these and 
other excellent congregational ministries,” PHP coordinator Rebecca Barnes said. 

 



BENEVOLENCE/ 
DAILY BREAD BALANCES 

 

Benevolence ............... $1,135 

Daily Bread ..................... $437 

Weekly Contributions 

Date Pledged Non-Pledged Non-Member Auto Draft TOTAL Online 

6/14 1,340 1,000   3,605 1,265 

6/21 225   4,112 5,293 956 

6/28 2,825 515   4,005 665 

7/5 2,785 400  2,285 6,300 830 

OUR MEMBERS & REGULAR ATTENDEES: 
Barbara Haggerty - pervasive cancer; fell and hurt her hip (now 

in Heritage Rehab, Room 506; phone number is 327-2153) 
Kayla White & Family - loss of grandmother, Pauline Harvison 
Caral (& Betsy) Williams - recovering at home 
 

OUR FAMILIES & FRIENDS: 
Gail Clayton, friend of Richard & Sheila Talley - cancer 
Mary Fleming, friend of the congregation - hospitalized to 

regulate medicine for heart and blood pressure 
Tammy Haggerty, daughter of Barbara Haggerty - brain cancer 
Gretchen Klainer, sister of Toni Edsall - mental issues 
Greg Nobles, friend of Julie Agee Gillaspy - ALS and MS 
Allyson Ocheskey, niece of Carolyn Ishee - Covid-19 
Barbara Wann, cousin of Jane Martin - undergoing 

chemotherapy for cancer 
 

THOSE SERVING IN OUR ARMED FORCES: 
Jeffrey DuBose, grandson of Maureen Leverett, Army Nat’l Guard 
John Robert Gaunt, great nephew of David Chance, Air Force 
Bryan Overton, son of Debbie Shannon, Navy 
Holbrook Furniss, grandson-in-law of Toni Edsall, Army Nat’l Guard 

Isabel Furniss, granddaughter of Toni Edsall, Air Force 
Seth Tribett, son of Toni Edsall, Air Force 
 

OTHERS: 
Coronavirus Victims & Caregivers Worldwide 
First Presbyterian Church Conway 
2020 Session and Diaconate 
First Presbyterian Children’s Education Ministries 
Conway Cradle Care 
Daily Bread Guests 
Seeds Ministries: Kitale, Kenya 
CoHO (Community of Hope Outreach) 
Bethlehem House 
Vera Lloyd Presbyterian Family Services 
Puerto Rico, Haiti and Belize 
Migrants and Refugees Everywhere 
Those dealing with dementia and Alzheimer’s 
U.S. Government 
 

ARK. PRESBYTERY PRAYS FOR: 
Barr Memorial, Norman 
Hopewell Church, Morrilton 

PASTORAL CONCERNS 

BARBARA HAGGERTY BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
Mark your calendars and make your signs! We’ll be celebrating Barbara Haggerty’s birthday on Friday,  
July 24. We will meet in the parking lot of Heritage Living Center, 1175 Morningside Dr, at 2 pm. Barbara will 
be brought outside and we will then drive through holding our signs out our car windows and shouting out 
birthday wishes to shower her with love and support from her church family. 
 

NOTE OF THANKS 
Caral is home from the hospital and recovering nicely! He’s eating like a teenager! Thanks for all the prayers, 
calls, cards, etc!! We’re so glad to be home. 

Love, 
Betsy Gillaspy-Williams 


