
Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

 APRIL 5, 2020 PASSION/PALM SUNDAY 

 

GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
 

This is the day the Lord has made! 
  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE  
 
PREPARE TO WORSHIP  (To be Read Silently) 

Holy God, you reveal the truth about your people and the ways of our world in the suffering of the Son  
and his steadfast love. Show us again the image of humility you desire for us, and teach us obedience,  

so that self-emptying may be our pathway; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
CONGREGATIONAL INTROIT (GTG 450)  (Sung in Unison) 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me, save that thou art; 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 

Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
  slow to anger and abounding in love. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest! 
  Let us worship God. 
 
HYMN “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” (See Screen) 
    GTG 197 
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION 
  God, we praise you for bringing us together in worship. We bless you for redeeming the world through Jesus 
Christ. We remember his entrance into the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph where he was proclaimed Messiah by 
those who spread garments and branches along his way. Let the branches be signs of victory, and turn our hearts 
again to the passion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In your mercy enable us to share his obedience to your will  
and his victory over death. Give us the same mind that was in him that, sharing in his humility, we may come to  
be with him in his glory; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen. 
 
SILENT CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
May the God of mercy, who forgives you all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Praise and thanks to God forever! 
 
CONFESSIONAL RESPONSE (GTG 475)  (Sung in Unison) 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing; Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, Sung by flaming tongues above; 

Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, Mount of God's unchanging love! 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Because Christ is our peace, let us greet one another with signs of his peace: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ  
be with you all! 
  And also with you. 
 



LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 
SONG FOR ILLUMINATION (GTG 175)  (Sung in Unison) 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God; And its righteousness, 
And all these things shall be added unto you. Allelu, alleluia! 

 
FIRST READING  Psalm 24 
The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God! 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC “Joy in the Morning” Natalie Sleeth 

 Brandi Dickey, Jason Dickey, Emily Hanson, Lars Seme, Donn Vangsnes, Kayla White 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT  Rev Linda Whitworth-Reed 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SECOND READING  Matthew 21:1-11 
The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God! 
 
SERMON “Clean Hands” Rev. Mike Ulasewich 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  The Apostles’ Creed 
  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
HYMN “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” (See Screen) 
    GTG 196 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

GIVE THANKS FOR GOD’S GOODNESS 
 
PRESENTATION OF GOD’S TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS 
 
OFFERTORY  
 
* DOXOLOGY  (Sung in Unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

GO OUT TO SHARE GOD’S GOOD NEWS 
 
HYMN “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” (See Screen) 
    GTG 203 
 
CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 
BENEDICTION (GTG 450)  (Sung in Unison) 

High King of Heaven, my victory won, May I reach heaven's joys, o bright heaven's Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
POSTLUDE  



TODAY’S SCRIPTURES: Passion/Palm Sunday, Year A 
Psalm 24 (Charles) 
This text speaks not a final word of assurance about “all the saints who from their labor rest”; it also encourages wise and courageous 
living for individual believers and the community of faith, as “God watches over God’s elect” (v. 9). For the people of God to know 
that “the faithful abide with God in love”(v. 9) is to know what Paul would later declare: “nothing will be able to separate us from the 
love of God” (Rom. 8:39). This is more than a comforting assurance is a powerful motivator for the church to “trust in God” (v. 9), to 
live with the courage of conviction in any setting, in any age. 
 

Matthew 21:1-11 (Miles) 
The Liturgy of the Palms and the Liturgy of the Passion occupy the same stage, their dramas unfolding so close in proximity that we 
can scarcely make the emotional shift. Celebration and praise converge with loss and grief; strength and vulnerability share one 
liturgical moment, inviting us to shout “Hosanna! while also bracing ourselves for the poignancy of the crucifixion and the mourning 
that follows. The Liturgy of the Palms punctuates the moment with a call to communal faith, courageous proclamation, and 
conspicuous action so we consider again our shared identity as the church and community of faith. 
++++++++++++ 
Gary W. Charles is pastor of Central Presbyterian Church in Atlanta. His comments on Psalm 24 may be found on page 519 of Daily Feast: Reflections 
from Feasting on the Word, Year B. 
 

Veronica Miles is the Ruby Perdue and Shelmer D. Blackburn Assistant Professor of Homiletics and Christian Education at Wake Forest University Divinity 
School, Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE PCUSA STORE 
Welcome and peace to all of you working and living through the COVID-19 crisis. We understand the difficulties facing individuals, 
leaders, and congregations right now and hope to provide you with resources to help ease that burden. We've worked with our 
publisher friends to gather these resources. Please feel free to share this information with all who will find use from it.  
Resources for Families with Children 
 Each week we'll be providing on our Facebook page a free story with corresponding activities and a pack of five coloring pages 

from the children's curriculum, Growing in Grace and Gratitude. 
 Our friends at Flyaway Books have a full list of free and downloadable activities like an origami butterfly, a paper airplane, parable

-themed coloring pages, and more. Also, if you have some of their children's books, there are discussion guides as well. 
Resources for Adults 
 Our friends at Westminster John Knox Press have made a number of resources available for free or reduced cost. 
 You can download chapter five from Walter Brueggemann's new book Materiality as Resistance. This chapter is about how the 

materiality of place informs our faith.  
 The following three ebooks are available for free through Amazon Kindle: 

1. Living into Lent by Don McKim 
2. Mindfulness and Christian Spirituality by Tim Stead 
3. Overcoming Stress by Tim Cantopher, MD 

 Last year Westminster John Knox Press also started a Facebook group about reading the Bible in a year using the resource, The 
Year of the Bible.  

LIVING LAST SUPPER PRODUCTION 
Due to the COVID-19 situation, we’ve had to make the difficult decision to cancel this year’s production of The Living Last Supper. 
 

SR HIGH YOUTHQUAKE 
Because Arkansas schools are closed through April 17, the A-Team has decided to transform Senior High Youthquake 2020 into 
"Youthquake from Home" on Saturday, April 18. All youth (6th-12th) are invited to join us for this virtual quake. The event is completely 
free. There will also be a special pre-quake gathering for Seniors on Friday evening, April 17. Sign up at: https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfJDj6eevdWrmMrYIf-7iVktLX2b-oo3WgW8gN8RkgPfl4nVQ/viewform.  

BENEVOLENCE/DAILY BREAD BALANCES 
Benevolence— $776  Daily Bread— $178 

PASTORAL CONCERNS 

OUR MEMBERS & REGULAR ATTENDEES: 
Barbara Haggerty - pervasive cancer (her phone number in the 

directory is now active again so feel free to call her) 
Gene & Amy Neumeier - loss of Mary Margaret Peek, mother  

of Gene 
Richard and Sheila Parsons-Talley - loss of Alva Talley, mother of 

Richard 
 

OUR FAMILIES & FRIENDS: 
Ally Family, friends of Michael Vinson - loss of Jon Roger Ally 
Kathy Bradshaw, mother in law of Susan Bradshaw - in ICU with 

pneumonia 
Gail Clayton, friend of Richard & Sheila Talley - cancer 
Nell Ann Dean, sister-in-law of David Chance 
Angela Greenland, daughter-in-law of Annette Greenland -  

in isolation at her home  
Tammy Haggerty, daughter of Barbara Haggerty - brain cancer 
Nyla Heath, cousin of Ben & Sherry Wiley - dementia 
Sandi Less (former FPC secretary) - loss of husband, Tom (Dec 19) 

Martha McFall, mother of Sheri Hardman, friends of Terry &  
Pam Reynolds 

Greg Nobles, friend of Julie Agee Gillaspy - ALS and MS 
Gene Puckett, father-in-law of Suzie Puckett - leg amputation 
Dorothy Schaalma, grandmother of Emily Hanson 
Barbara Wann, cousin of Jane Martin - undergoing 

chemotherapy for cancer 
 

THOSE SERVING IN OUR ARMED FORCES: 
Jeffrey DuBose, grandson of Maureen Leverett, Army National 

Guard 
John Robert Gaunt, great nephew of David Chance, Air Force 
Bryan Overton, son of Debbie Shannon, Navy 
Holbrook Furniss, grandson-in-law of Toni Edsall, Army National 

Guard 
Isabel Furniss, granddaughter of Toni Edsall, Air Force 
Seth Tribett, son of Toni Edsall, Air Force 
 

OTHERS: 
Coronavirus Victims & Caregivers Worldwide 


